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Historical Geography of ‘Mizushire®
in The Matsue Clan
Mikio Takagi

This article treats a sort of land ownership set up in two
lagoens - lake Shinji and Nekanoumi = in the 18th~19th centu-
ry. This land ownership - Mizushiro - was granted by the lord
of the Matsue clan in exchange for a reward, which meant a tax
imposed on the land when it should become paddy field in the
future. The condition of its geographical location is as fellows:
1., At the upper stream of the river - the Hii and the Iinashi =

which flows into this lake, there was the traditional Japanese
iron manufacture - tatare - operated and a large quantity of
sand was carried out to the lake to form the land.

2. The location of Mizushiré¢:— it can be classified into two
types: 1) The location of the end of delita: —— This place is
the most fitted place for forming land. A great and vast Mizu-
shiro was set up on the lake, 2) The location of the lake
shore: — This is the lake shore except the mouth of a river,
Mizushiro was set up long and nerrow along the lske shore and
they expected it to be changed into land by the deposited sand,
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