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The Production and Distribution of a Tawaramono Product in
Noto Province, Central Japan in Edo Era
Toyoji Tanaka

The tawaramono, which was made up of three kinds of marine
product, namely, hoshiawabi(dried abalone), fukanohire(shark's
fin), and iriko(parched trepang), was an important export good
to China in Edo Era, and its trade was monopolized by Shogunate.
It has been often pointed out that Noto Province was a main
producing center of iriko in that age, but its real state has
not been known for a long time. The author found some documents
concerning the production and distribution of iriko in Noto
Province, and obtained following results by analysing them.

In Noto Province, about twenty-four thousand kilograms of
iriko was produced a year, and 80 percent of it was exported
to China by Shogunate from Nagasaki. The rest, which was except-
ed from the monopoly of Shogunate, was allocated for domestic
use, but that for official use accounted 30 percent of it.
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