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THE ORIGIN AND DISTRIBUTION OF A TYPE OF RURAL FARM
. HOUSE IN NORTHERN JAPAN

Naosaburo SAJIMA

The purpose of this paper is to show some findings on native rural farm houses
in Iwate prefecture, northern Japan. ’

Native farm houses in Iwate prefecture are classified into two groups, so-called
Magariya (L-shaped house) and Sugoya (square house). The Magariya is distributed
in an area north of a line between Kitakami and Kamaishi city. This area was
ruled by the Nanbu Clan during Tokugawa Era. It has been asserted that the
Nanbu-Magariya, the features of which are found in simplicity of its design, con-
struction, and materials, originates far back from the mid eighteenth century.

Surveying three existing older Magariya-s, the author presumed that one of
them was built in the mid eighteenth, another in the beginning of eighteenth, and
the other in the end of seventeenth century respectively. On the other hand, some
of old records tell us that a Magariya burned down in 1776, and a stable belonging
to a Magariya was also lost in a fire of 17 19. Although the word Magariya is seen in
a report about fire as early as during the Kanbun period (1661-1673), no existing
sample built in this time is found in the area where the author have made his survey.
As a result, it is confirmed that the origin of the Magariya can be traced back to
the end of seventeenth century at the earliest.





