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THE DEVELOPMENT OF A TEXTILE INDUSTRY AND PEASANT
ECONOMY IN ENUMA COUNTY, ISHIKAWA PREFECTURE, CENTRAL
JAPAN ' ’ '

Yasutoshi NAKATO

- In the middle of Meiji Era, a home industry of silk fabrics diffused in rural areas
around Daishoji, which has been a local central place in Enuma county. This
industry provided peasants in these areas an important source of cash income, and
enabled them to invest in agriculture. They used Commercial fertilizer and had a
good harvest of rice. v :

However, toward the end of Meiji Era and the beginning of Taisho Era, some
modern factories of silk fabrics were established at Daishoji. As a consequence of
this development, the home industry in the rural areas fell in decay. In addition
the factories at Daishoji did not provide the peasants sufficient oppotunities of
employment, because of a fluctuation in silk textile industry. They were deprived
of the source of cash income, and a depression in agriculture began. Some of
impoverished peasants moved to urban areas and Hokkaido, seeking another
oppotunity. The leaders of vpeasants’ associations tried to overcome this
depression, but the results fell short of their expectations. '





