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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE TERMS “KAMAY A’ AND
“MIZUY A AS DESIGNATIONS FOR COOKING SPACES
——AN APPROACH TO TRACING THE DERIVATION
AND DISTRIBUTION OF JAPANESE HOUSES

Jinjiro SATO

The designation given to an object often reflects a certain characteristic, such
as the form, function or essence of that object and takes roots in the region of its
origin by virtue of the affinity felt for it by the local populace, as it expresses
their comprehension or perception of that object.

Chronologically and regionally, these designations often undergo various changes
including expansion or corruption of their meaning or diversion to another object.
By tracing the origins and distribution of such designations, together with the series
of changes and implantation process they undergo, it should be possible to understand
the regional expansion of each cultural stock. Furthermore, determining the difference
among the various designations for the same object and the distributions of each
designation type should be a useful tool for the analysis of the intermingling of the

different cultural stocks. This study attempts to achieve a more objective investigation,
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based on the distribution of such designation types, of the regional expansion,
transformation and intermihgling of the two or more cultural stocks which created
the basis for the Japanese house.

2. The terms ‘““daidokoro” and ‘‘kafte’’ are in general use as designations for
cooking spaces, but there are also many other designations in use which are based
on only one of the two elements, fire or water, despite the fact that both are
indispensable for cooking. These two major designation groups, the hearth-derivation
group which includes such terms as “‘kamaya’, ‘‘takiba’, etc., and the scullery-
derivation group such as “mizuya’, “nagashiba’ and “‘hashiri”’, etc., are distributed
over wide areas. The former extends from Southwest Japan to the north along the
Pacific coast and the latter is found mainly along the Japan Sea coast in Northeast
Japan and the central highlands.

3. The hearth-derivation designations are classified into several groups such as the
“‘special building for the hearth” type (i. e. “‘kamaya’, ‘‘hitakiya’), the ‘‘place
where the hearth is located” type (i. e. “kamaya’, ‘“takiba’) or ‘“nakae’”’, “togura
and so forth. Observation of the distinction patterns of these designations suggests
a series of changes from a detached cooking hut——a kitchen hut joined to the
main house (twin-house or double-ridge roofed style), a roofed down kitchen beside
the living house to an unfloored kitchen within the main house. The hearth-derived
designation type is recognized to be an indicator of the raised-floor housing stocks.
4. The scullery-derived designation type is used in regions where the dominant
house plan, which centers upon a spacious room with a hearth, has developed from
the dwelling pit style——earth floored house. The hearth, called “en-naka’, etc.,
located in this spacious room (‘‘oie’’, “omae’, “‘gozen’, ‘“‘okami’’) is used for cooking,
but fire is considered a matter of course and paid no special attention. Rather strong
concern is exhibited towards the water carried there, Also, concomitant with the
heavy snowfall in this region there is a pressing need to introduce a scullery into
the living room. Thus it is interpreted that this need has led to the genesis and
adoption of the scullery-derived designation. Given these points, the scullery-derived
designations can probably be regarded as indicators of the dwelling pit style——earth

floored house stocks.





