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ON THE DISSEMINATED WAY OF THE SECRET-SCROLLS
ABOUT THE OLD HUNTING MANNERS
IN THE MOUNTAINLAND OF JAPAN

Tokuji CHIBA

There were some varied lines of Old Hunting Manners of the common hunters

in Japan. These Folk-manners were something magical or religious, if they were

words or behaviors, and believed by those hunters as a way for good fortune. These

Manners were recorded in papers which were called ‘‘secret-scroll’’.

Some these scrolls were disseminated from a place to another place by the chan-

ging hands or instruction among the fellow of hunters. At the latter chance, the
process had been recorded at the end of the scroll formally. The author, accordingly,

making a trial by the records to search for the roots of hunting culture in Japan.

Some sumples of the disseminating area in the western and eastern part of Japan are
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picked up in this study as Fig. 1 and Fig. 2.

His findings are as next ; 1) in the end of the Recent Times, the distances of
instruction from one hunter to another were more and more shorter than those of
in the the older Times. 2) by the above mentioned phenomena, he thought that the
hunters by and by settled in mountain villages at the Modern Age. But till the
firstitimes of the Age there had been extant wandering hunters in the mountainland
offJapan, the author guesses, and visiting round to the common hunting peoples for
instruct in the Old manners. 3) at that time, aforsaid hunters would have a character
of hermit or Buddist exorciser, but latter they changed the character of them to the
common hunting people. This is the author’s conclusion from their signatures signed

in the end of these scrolls.
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