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Historical Geography of Land Rotation Systems in Japan

Toyoji TANAKA

In Japan, several types of land rotation system are found besides shifting cultiva-
tion {slash-and-burn agriculture). One of them is so called makihata or fieldpasture
rotation system distributed at Oki Islands, Tsushima Island and the other areas. It
is said that this type is similar to the common-field system in Europe, and that of
Oki Islands is defined as four-field system. Another is kirihata or crop-and-forest
rotation system without using fire, and was called hayashibata in Kanto Plain. In
-hayashibata, alder -trees (Alnus japonica). which make fertile the Iands by fixing
nitrogen were planted after _cropping. These types of land rotation system were
distributed extensively at upland regions in Japan, and seem to be as important as

shifting cultivation in the study of older forms of agriculure in Japan.





