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7 COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURE IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF YAMASHIRO
BASIN, CENTRAL JAPAN, IN THE MEIJI ERA

Koji INUIL

The southern part of Yamashiro basin, through which the Kizu river runs from
:south to north, locates at the southern outskirts of Kyoto City. In this area, growing
of vegetables and fruits for marketing developed early in the Meiji Era. The
‘products were shipped to Osaka and Kyoto City through the Kizu and the Yodo
river.

The distribution of the growing lands of these crops in this area did not depend
-on the distance from the consuming districts, but reflected natural conditions such
.as land form and soil which were quite varied within this area. The cotton fields
located at a little raised strips in low and damp lands of the northern part of this
.area were converted into the fields of pear, fruit vegetables of summer, and sweet
potato. On the other hand, the main crops for marketing at the valley of the southern
part were rape, pea, broad bean, and rootcrops. Except the last ones, they were
cultivated as winter crops. It is after the Taisho Era that the production of edible
herbs increased. Apart from ume or Japanese apricot, the cultivation of many
kinds of fruits flourished from the latter half of the Meiji Era to the middle of the
“Taisho Era, but it fell away or disappeared in the Showa Era.





