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Land Register Maps of the Early Meiji Period

I. Kochi Ezu (#iHi#:X=Maps of Land under Cultivation)
and
Title Deed Demarcation Map in the Year Jinshin

Jinjiro Sato

Under the new Meiji regime, land register maps were made four times in Japan
during the period of 1870—1890. Very little has been reported, however, on the
concrete details of these maps.

The new regime, at its inception, followed the taxation system of the Tokugawa
shogunate government. In areas under its direct jurisdiction, however, it carried out
what was called “kemi”, or the survey of the crops of the year to decide the sum of
the tax. In doing so, it ordered each village to submit the map of its land under
cultivation. The map showed the general features of the village including the
distribution of farm and housing land. In the narrower sense, this could not be classed
as a land register map. In the register book to accompany that map, however, the
location, area, nature and the owner of each land plot had to be entered. Thus,
when the map was viewed with this register book by its side, the land register of
each village could be obtained.

In 1868, the new regime recognized private ownership of land. In 1872 or the fifth
year of Meiji, it issued the title deeds to certify that it recognized the ownership of
land plots. The map made in making the survey to prepare for the issuance of title
deeds, was the first land register map.

This report will clarify the process of map preparation, and the nature and
characteristics of the map, with regard to the Kochi Ezu and the first land register
map, called the “Title Deed Demarcation Map in the Year Jinshin.”





