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On the Cultivation Center Area of “Shichito-i” and Its Diffusion:
A Case Study in Kunisaki Peninsula, Oita

Yoshiya KINO

“The purpose of this study is to identify the former cultivation center area and the
diffusion process of “Shichito-i” (Cyperus monophyllis) which is stilll being cultivated at

the Kunisaki Peninsula, Oita.

The results of this survey suggest that ‘Shichifo-i” had first been introduced in the

ancient village, Yasaka-mura of Kitsuki Han, in the late seventeenth century, and that
it had spread along the coastal lowland belt by 1882, and then had extended to inland

areas of the peninsula by 1889.

At the cultivation center area, the pioneers in the cultivation of “Shichito-i” replaced
“Shichito-1” with other plants after 1962. Consequently, the cultivation center has shifted

toward the periphery of the cultivation area. At present, therefor, ‘Shichito-i”is cultivated

mainly in mountainous areas which are not really suitable for its proper growth.





