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The Changing Ownership of Salt Fields (5)

Mainly Focused on the Salt Fields at Setoda in Hiroshima Prefecture
Yukio SHIGEMI

The first paper of this study series is about Hirao in Yamaguchi Prefecture, the
second about Hakata in Ehime Prefecture, the third about Takehara, and the fourth about
Matsunaga in Hiroshima Prefecture. This fifth paper deals with Setoda in Hiroshima
Prefecture.

The Setoda salt fields are the oldest in Hiroshima Prefecture, next to those of
Takehara. The main owners of the Setoda salt fields made money through trading
activities and gradually increased their salt field holdings after the end of the Edo
period. The biggest owner who continued to increase salt field holdings throughout the
Meiji period, was the Horiuchi family. They possessed 65 ha of agricultural and other
land, besides 27 ha of salt fields. Many of the owners sold their salt fields during the
Meiji period. Even the Horiuchi family sold about half of their salt fields in and after
the Taisho period because of the failure of their other enterprises, that is, their fina-
ncial businesses and their textile industry which they had started in the Meiji period.

There were workers came from Oshima in Ehime Prefecture and other prefectures.
In time, they became tenants working salt fields entrusted to them by owners and, la-
ter, some of them grew to be salt field owners themselves. Thus, while at first, the
salt fields were possessed by a limited number of owners, they were gradually divided

into small-scale ones owned by former tenants.





