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The Development of Land Improvement in Iwate Prefecture
in the Meiji Period (1868 - 1912)
Kazuo ABE

1. It was the increasing demand for provisions and the enactment of the Cultivated

Land Readjustment Act that promoted land improvement in Japan in the mid-Meiji

period.

2. The prefectural administration of Iwate took the initiative in agricultural development

in the Meiji period. The results were remarkable especially in the southe rn rice-pro-

ducing district of the prefecture. In fact it was mainly in the southern part of the

prefecture that land improvement work was actively undertaken.

3. Although there were two exceptional cases where land improvement work was carri-

ed out on a scale of more than 300 ha, most of the unit areas of land improvement
works did not exceed 100 ha, reflecting the relatively small capability of the landlords

who were in the vanguard of the land improvement activites.

4. A salient feature of land improvement in Iwate Prefecture in the Meiji period, was
that not only landlords but also administrative bodies took the initiative in the work.

Probably public intervention was necessary in order to complement the small capabil-

ity of the landlords.





