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A Method for the Reconstruction of Micro-topography and Their Problems

Katsushi KIHARA

The purposes of this paper are to propose a method of reconstructing ancient micro-

topography and to make a reconstruction of the original topography of three areas of

Osaka City. This original topography must constitute the basis for the reconstruction of

ancient micro-topography. The author discusses the topographical environments of four
sites ; the Naniwa Imperial Palace, Osaka Castle, the Shell Mound of Morinomiya and the
Nagahara Archeological Site.

1.

The Imperial Domicile (dairi) and the Halls of State (chddaoin) of Naniwa Imperial
Palace were planned with great deliberation and skillfully constructed utilizing topo-
graphy, with the northern limit of the palace area, which is assumed to be 1 km

wide, being situated to the right on the hill.

Toyotomi’s Osaka Castle, which was built toward the end of the sixteenth century,
shows that topography was skillfully utilized in the construction of the donjon and
the second citadel (mino-maru) of the castle.

The so-called Kawachi Plateau may have been divided into three small hills by ero-
sional valleys.

The former Higashiyoke River was most likely an artificial ditch dug in order to
open paddy fields on small hills in the latter part of the Ancient Burial Mounds pe-
riod (the latter half of the sixth century).

The author’s ultimate objective is to reconstruct the micro-topography of each age,

mainly on the basis of archeological achievements and using both macro and micro techni-

ques, and to reconstruct the past landscape of each area, on the basis of reconstructed

topographical maps.

Thus the present article constitutes the author’s first step in the reconstitution of

past landscapes. Therefor it is necessary to reconstruct micro-topography of each age.





