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A Historical and Geographical Survey of
Hataukechi of the Kanto District in the Edo Period

Toyoji Tanaka

The acreage of arable lands in the Kanto district increased remarkably during
the Edo period. An important contributing factor in this increase in field acreage was
the opening of the ‘‘new fields’’ (shinden), which was made possible by the reclamation
«of forest and plain lands, as exemplified by the Musashino diluvial lands and the areas at
the foot of the Chichibu Mountain Range, all of which are to the northwest of Tokyo.
Another important factor was the establishment of a peculiar type of field known as
hataukechi, and the hataukechi system. Various forest and grasslands in the hilly and
‘mountainous areas in the Kanto district were designated as hatfaukechi by the Tokugawa
shogunate which then proceeded to levy taxes on the hataukechi as a means of alleviat-
ing its chronic financial difficulties. In spite of their great difference in nature from
regular fields, hataukechi were considered as arable fields from the fiscal viewpoint,
though the tax rates were not very high.

The hataukechi system had its commencement in certain areas at the beginning
of the Tokugawa shogunate rule and spread all over the Kanto district after the revision
of the taxation system in 1726 under the New Fields Surveying Decree (Shinden Kenchi
Jorei). In studies carried out up to the present, it is generally recognised that haetau-
kechi were essentially forest and grasslands and, even when arable as they were in some
cases, had low productivity. The present author is doubtful of this assumption, however.
The forest and grasslands might very well have been designated as hafaukechi because
it had been discovered that there was some possibility of cultivating them. At any rate,
the peasants under the burden of the new taxation had to try to find some means of
meeting it. When the cultivation of hataukechi was very difficult, as in the villages at
the foot of Mt. Akagi, the peasants fled to work in the cities. But a total desertion such
as this of a village was rather exceptional.

In many other villages, hafaukechi were cultivated for the purpose of in-
-creasing production in order to pay the taxes on them. After the land survey (kewnchi),
the Tokugawa shogunate tried to rank these hataukechi as regular fields, in order to be
able to levy higher taxes, but was consequently faced with the resistance of the peasantiry
and, especially, the menace of the desertion of villages by their peasant inhabitants. In
.order to ensure a continuing fiscal revenue and also to avoid rural disputes, the shogunate
was compelled to refrain from further attempts to increase the tax rates for hataukechi.
After the Meiji Restoration, in 1873 the Meiji government realised the revision of the
land tax. As a result of this revision, a remarkable fact became evident: in the Kanto
District, the acreage registered as regular fields increased by 50 per cent in comparison
with that in the Tokugawa period. This was mainly because hataukechi came to be
«classified as regular fields under the new land estimation methods of the Meiji period as
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seen, for instance, in the case of Kodaira, Tachikawa and Omiya in the suburbs of metro-
politan Tokyo. We should stress the fact that such large-scale changes involving the
transformation of hataukechi to regular fields occurred only in limited districts such as that
of Kanto where large uncultivated uplands existed from the time of the Tokugawa period.
Besides these changes, after the Meiji Restoration there came into being the shifting or
rotational use of former hataukechi, whereby land would be allowed to revert to forest
or grassland for a decade, alternating with another decade of cultivation as regular fields.

Cases such as these were, however, few in number and. limited in acreage.





