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The Development of Local Vegetable Markets and the Brokerage System, in
Relation with the Formation of Truck Farming Areas: A Case Study in
the Mid-tone Basin of Saitama Prefecture

Yasuhisa Arai

The local vegetable markets and the brokerage system, which were reestablished
immediately after World War II showed a remakable development in the period of rapid
economic growth (from the mid-1950’s to the start of the 1970’s) with the increasing
production of vegetables in the surveyed area. Thus, in the middle of the 1960’s, the
distribution of vegetable brokers came to be extended along the area to the south of the
Tone River, ranging from the north-central part of Saitama Prefecture to almost all
parts of Gunma Prefecture. In the meantime, the local markets were also reorganised,
‘becoming incorporated into larger markets. To a great extent, innovations in the means
of transportation enabling the shipments of large units, and the changing system of
wholesale markets resulting in the collection of vegetables over an extended area, and
in the standardisation of wholesale prices, brought about the transformation of the chas
racter of local brokers; on the one hand there was a group of merchants who adapted to
a new system, that of the commission system dealing in a large quantity of products; on
the other, there was a group of merchants who tried to maximise the marginal profit,
availing themselves, speculatively, of the price differences between production and market
places.

Further development of the road transportation system, especially the introduction -
of the all-round refrigerator car (both for marine and agricultural products), has con-
solidated the managerial basis of the specialised brokers in the garden farming areas who
-operate throughout the whole year. This, in turn, has prompted these areas, which
traditionally specialise in the production of winter vegetables (Welsh onion, spinach and
other greens) to extend their production period with the diffusion of new techniques
such as vinyl plastic hothouse agriculture.

Thus, in the surveyed area, we are able to observe that the existence of local
vegetable markets and the activities of local brokers still exert a definitive influence on
garden farming, although various attempts have been made at rationalising the distribu-
tion system by directly connecting it to the central markets of metropolises having

specialised production areas.





