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A Study of Perceived Community Areas in Rural Japan

Masato Hamatani

It is well known that the majority of the inhabitants of rural communities of
Japan have their own territorial perception of community areas which thus constitute
perceived community areas of group or social territorialities. Some 80 per cent of the
total communities still maintain these areas, although there is a consistent trend towards
the diminishing of their perception of the areas in question. Community tetrritoriality has
been the subject of a number of studies. But little attention has been paid to the factors
influencing the perceptional mechanism.

This paper focusses on an examination of the factors affecting the perception of
community boundaries. The data used in the analysis was obtained from the Rural Set-
tlement Survey undertaken in 1970 by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. In this
survey, five rural prefectures were arbitrarily chosen for detailed analyses of the relation-
ships between the perception of community areas and the socio-geographical conditions in
these areas. The author has chosen three factors for particular observation, from the available
data : 1) The significance of the so-called oaza boundaries stemming from the administrative
districts in the feudal era, 2) the degree of urbanisation, measured by the proportion of
farm households in each community, and 3) settlement patterns classified according to
morphological criteria.

The results are as follows :

1) All rural settlements were found to be divided into communities surrounded by
the oaza boundaries and communities that were not. The proportions of communities with
their respective perceived territorialities are identified and t-tests are used to evaluate dif-
ferences in their ratios. There were significant differences at the 1 per cent level in all
the observed prefectures. Perception of community was clearer in communities surrounded
by oaza boundaries than in other communities.

2) Chi-square tests revealed significant relationships at the 1 per cent level
between urbanisation and the perception of community territoriality in only one prefecture,
in the case of communities surrounded by oaza boundaries ; and in two prefectures in the
case of other types of communities. However, in the latter case the rural communities’
perception of their boundaries consistently tends to decrease in inverse proportion to the
increase in the degree of urbanisation.

3) The communities not surrounded by oaza boundaries were categorised into
agglomerated settlement communities and dispersed settlement communities and each pro-
portion of communities with a perceived boundary was evaluated by t-tests. There were
significant differences at both the 1 per cent and 5 per cent levels in all prefectures. But,
even if it is definitely established that there is a tendency for dispersed settlement commu-
nities in the mountainous areas to have clearly perceived boundaries, the results are still

rather complex and require careful study.





