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The Relativity of Spatial Evaluation in Ideas Concerning
the Physiognomy of Houses in Japan

Chiaki OGUCHI

In Saitama Prefecture, there exist many traditional sayings about the physiognomy
of houses. This paper takes up one of them, namely, ‘Fujimuki for good luck’, for an-
alysis. The literal meaning of the term Fujimuki is ‘looking towards Mt. Fuji’. This
paper discusses the following three questions in order to clarify the traditional system of
spatial perception and evaluation through the thinking pertaining to the physiognomy of
houses :

1. What exactly is Fujimuki?

2. What is the difference between the concepts underlying the usage of the local
term Fujimuki and the principles of divination as embodied in the Book of Changes (the
I Ching, the principles of which are known as Eki in Japanese), an ancient Chinese
book of divination?

3. Does the Fujimuki concept have its source in the aesthetic contemplation of
Mt. Fuji or in the religious belief that holds that this particular mountain is a sacred one?
Or does the concept arise solely from the climatic conditions obtained in the area?

The author’s conclusions are as follows :

1. The Fujimuki type of house is an architectural expression of the local belief
that a certain direction is lucky. Unexpectedly, however, one particular house, though
called Fujimuki, was found to be facing southwest, rather than in the direction of Mt. Fuji.

2. Although it is said in Saitama that a house facing the southwest brings good
luck, according to the principles of the ‘“Book of Change’’ this direction is an unlucky one.

3. The Fujimuki house for physical reasons, i.e., in order to avoid the full force
of destructive winds.

In other words, it all comes down to the fact that spatial evaluations made by
People are relative, varying as they do according to the individual values of the people.





