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The Credibility of the Pictorial Maps of Jokamachi
(Castle Towns) of the Sengoku Jidai (Period of Civil Wars)

Tetuo Owada

While studies concerning pictorial maps Early Modern period castle towns (76ka-
machi) are rather advanced both guantitatively and gualitatively, studies pertaining to castle
town maps of the Sengoku period (Sengoku jidai or period of civil wars) are comparatively
backward. One reason for this is the exceeding smallness of the number of surviving
Sengoku period maps in comparison with the number of existing Early Modern maps. But
another egually pertinent reason is the difference in thinking regarding the significance of
living in castle towns on the part of the vassals of the local lords of the Sengoku period
and the vassals of the local lords of the Early Modern period. Breaks occurred in the
continuity of the successive generations of vassals dwelling in the castle towns from the
Sengoku period to the Early Modern period; and it is these breaks, rather than the
continuity, that need to be taken into account in order to obtain a clearer understanding
of the Sengoku period maps. In the Early Modern period, changes in occupation, and
therefore status, took place in which former warrior lords and their followers became
agricultural workers. The author concludes, therefore, that the creation of the pictorial
maps of castle towns were prompted by 1 (a consciousness on the part of the vassals of
former war lords that their ancestors were of the privileged warrior class and the wish to
express this sense of privilege pictorially ; and 2) a sense of nostalgia felt by the inhabitants
of towns which, in the Sengoku period, had once been jékamachi but which, at the time
of the Early Modern period, were no longer so.

In this paper, the author examines the authenticity of pictorial maps of three
famous castle towns, i.e., Kasugayama of Echigo Province, Yamaguchi of Suhé Province
and Nakamura of Tosa Province. Finally, presenting Hachigata of Musashi Province as a
case in point, the author analyses the circumstances in which the pictorial maps of the

Sengoku period castle towns were made.





