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Regional Differences in the District (K#) System in the Early Meiji Period
Shozo Ido

Between 1871 and 1872 in japan a district system involving Ku was adopted which
remained in force up to 1878 when the system was abolished. The Ku was a sub-district
within the prefecture and was comprised of various municipalities. In some prefectures
two levels of Ku were established, that is, the large Ku (daiku) and the small Ku
(shoku), while some prefectures adopted a single-level K#. Until now, it has been broadly
accepted that this K# system completely ignored the boundaries of provinces (gun) of the
Ancient period, having mechanically established new Ku boundaries on the basis of certain
sizes in population, the amount of rice production (kokudaka) and the number of house-
holds.

In this paper, the author examines the K# system in twenty prefectures and finds
that the above general assertion is not correct. In Nagano, Shizuoka and Tottori Prefec-
tures the boundaries of daiku corresponded to the boundaries of ancient provinces. In
Niigata and Ehime Prefectures, they had certainly established daikux and shoku uniformly
on the basis of the number of households, size of the population and the amount of rice
production ; but in these prefectures, they had encountered the strong opposition of the
inhabitants. Hence, they had had to modify the boundaries of daiku and shoku taking
into account historical and physical conditions and the spatial relationships in the daily
lives of the inhabitants.

The Ku systems of the twenty prefectures examined were very different from
each other in the process of realisation, sizes of new K# and the mode of administration
of newly established K#. The author concludes, namely: 1) Niigata-Ehime type. Innova-
tive but centralised in character; 2) Shiga-Shizuoka type. Conservative and decentralised
in character, and, 3) Aichi type. Intermediate to 1) and 2)





