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The Regional Structure of Edo City Analysed from the
Tax Collected by the Heads of the Neighbourhood Communities

Takashi Kato

In the Edo period, nanushi was a term corresponding to the head of the village in
rural areas and the head of the neighbourhood community in urban areas. In the city of Edo,
nanushi, except for a small number of privileged individuals who were also merchants, lived
exclusively on the tax (yakuryo) they collected from the area under their administration.
The author analyses trends in changing amounts of yakuryo collected from the three main
categories of neighbourhoods in the townsmen’s (as distinguished from the warrior caste’s)
district, that is, upper class neighbourhoods, intermediate class neighbourhoods and lower
class neighbourhoods, based on the yakuryo records for Edo in the nineteenth century. In
the period between 1815 and 1845, though there were some trends towards increase in the
amounts of yakuryo levied on the intermediate and lower class neighbourhoods, in Edo as
a whole the amounts of yakuryo were comparatively stable. In the following period from
1845 to 1867, the yakuryo remained unchanged for upper class neighbourhoods. But, where
the intermediate and lower class neighbourhoods were concerned, as a result of urbanisation
and the densification of population, the process of diversification resulted in neighbourhoods
where yakuryo remained stable and neighbourhoods where yakuryo increased. The system
of classification into three categories of neighbourhoods was generally maintained until the
end of the Tokugawa period; but some neighbourhoods which formerly belonged to the
intermediate or lower class came to have to pay the same amount of yakuryo as upper

class neighbourhoods, or, in some cases, an even larger amount.





