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Transformation of Japanese Folk Society

——A Case Study of Ama-divers in Iki-Shima, Nagasaki Prefecture——

Hisao Tabata

The purpose of this study is to analyse the transformation of ama-divers’ villages

(mura) which subsist on fishing by means of diving into sea. Iki-shima has a certain

fame for having both male divers (ofokoama) and female divers (onnaama) who gather fish

and shellfish such as abalone. They cooperate within a folk society which is exclusively

engaged in fishing without the accompaniment of agriculture, as in many cases of Japanese

fishing villages.

The author’s conclusions are as follows :
1) From the latter half of Edo period (ca. 1820) to the middle of Taisho era (ca. 1920),
ama-divers in Iki-shima were under the control of the wholesale dealers called oyakata

(boss) and were not able to dispose freely of their catch.

2) At present, most of their catch is marketed through their coopeative, but part of it is

sold through middlemen.





