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The Formation of the Industrial Area in Osaka City and in the Adjacent Rural
Areas, with the Development of the Export-oriented Small-scale Industries during 1887-1926

Susumu YAMANAKA

The author’s intention is to study the formation process of industrial areas in Osaka
City and the areas surrounding it, subsequent to the industrial revolution of Japan, with
special regard to the development of small-scale industries.

The industrial revolution is considered to have taken place about twenty years after
the Meiji Restoration (1868) in big cities such as Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya, where modern
industries were established and showed a remarkable development. As a consequence, the
areas surrounding these cities experienced rapid and remarkable changes in many aspects.
Osaka City and its environments constituted a typical example of areas undergoing an
evolution of this kind. This paper points out a specific example from the situation in
Osaka in which modern industries such as the production of brushes, shell buttons and
matches were moved out of Osaka city. This was done in order to absorb surplus labour
forces in the Kawachi rural area resulting from the decline of the cotton cultivation and
cotton industries, which had lasted from the late Tokugawa period into the 1890’s.

The brush, shell button and match industries initially developed in Osaka city in
the late 1880’s. From 1907 to 1926, they showed remarkable develoment by reason of the
increase in the export trade not only in Osaka city but in the surrounding areas of the
city, especially the Kawachi rural area, which lies in the eastern suburb of Osaka city.
Thus, the reasons for the development of urban industries in rural areas in the vicinity of
Osaka city may be summed up as follows :

I) The decline of the cotton cultivation and cotton industries resulting in a large
amount of cheap labour in the Kawachi rural area.

I) The existence of a number of wholesalers or middlemen, who collected miscell-
aneous products and supplied raw materials. Working both in and out of the city, they
served to comnect the urban industries to the brush and shell button industries in rural
areas.

In this way, unlike the Tokyo metropolitan area, where small-scale industries were
distributed in the built-up areas, forming an essential part of the industries in this big
city, the small-scale industries producing miscellaneous goods in Osaka were marked by

their widespread expansion into the surrounding rural areas.





