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Traffic Routes around Yodo (Including Lake Qgura) in
the Late Mediaeval Period (Before 1594)

Shojiro Hayashi

Since the Bunmei era (1469-87), with the decay of the mediaeval manor economy,

and with the development of commercial activities in the capital (Kyoto), the traffic

routes connecting with Kyoto increased in importance. This was especially the case

where the traffics between Kyoto and Nara were concerned. Hence, rather than the

ancient roads running east and west, the routes via Lake Ogura came to be intensively

used. Under these circumstances, Misu and Fushimi on the northern shore and

Imoarai on the southern shore of Ogura became important as ports. In this paper,

the author analyses the process of development and focusses on the spatial dimen-

sions of the behaviour of newly emerging classes, including that of the village mer-

chants, which were free from the mediaeval social order and were showing signs of

developing an Early Modern type of autonomy. Some problems remain unclarified due

to the lack of historical sources.





