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The Contributions of Large-Scale Maps to the Study of
Mediaeval Castles in Japan

Yoshiaki KAGOSE

The writer clarifies the various scales on which maps used in the study of castles
built in the Middle Ages were drawn. His paper is summarised as follows :

Up till the early 1940’s castle researchers like Masao Toba had studied castles
utilising maps drawn mainly on a scale of 1:50,000. The fruits of the studies of this
period were gathered into a series of sixteen volumes under the title “Collected Works on
the Castles of Japan” (Nihon Jokaku Zenshu).

From the middle of the 1950’s up till the present, researchers have worked in the
field measuring moats and dykes of castles, and have depicted them on large-scale topogra-
phical maps. Between the years 1960-70, maps on the scale of 1: 2,500 commenced to be
published by the Geographical Survey Institute and surveying companies. Researchers
utilised these maps when investigating castles and produced skilfully drawn plans of castle
constructions. Numerous reports were published, the best of which were incorporated into
a series of twenty volumes named “An Outline of Japanese Castles” (Nikon Jokaku T aikei)
published by Shin-Jinbutsu-Oraisha.

Since the 1970’s, it has become common for researchers to conduct excavations at
castle sites, particularly those found in the alluvial lowlands. Their findings, which are
consequently publisned, are depicted on maps drawn on large scales such as 1 : 1,000, 1 : 500,

1:200, and 1 : 100, with very minute contours.





