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Some Phrases of the Grid Pattern Land Division

System and the Jori Nomenclature System, and Agriculture

in the Mid-Heian Period in the Case of the Eisanji

Temple Domains in Ka’nan-jori, Uchi-gun, Yamato-no-kuni
Toshikazu ITO

The writer examines the records pertaining to the territory of Eisanji temple, and
reports on paddy field development procedures therewith, together with the grid pattern
land division system, the jori nomenclature system and other matters concerning agricuture.
The findings are as follows :

The second wave of the developments involving the paddy field swept over the
Ka’'nan-jori area on the south side of the Yoshino River in the latter half of the tenth
century. These developments were in part brought about by the abolishing of the usage, as
a pasture, of the Kokurusuno-maki pasture. The river terrace was developed by extending
the existing grid pattern and irrigation ditches northwards. Hoping to consolidate their
domination of these newly-developed areas, the Yamato kokuga, a local government office
which classified these areas as 7igai or areas extending beyond the limits of already
existing jori areas, applied an open-ended nomenclature system to the newly-developed
areas.

The village people in Shobudani (Shobu valley) pursued development activities,
which were subject to inspection by Eisanji, building an irrigation pond at the upper part
of the valley. Dojin, as the farmers were called by the temple, engaged in the development
of the paddy fields under the control and guidance of the Yamato local government and
Eisanji, and in a productive life based on an activity centre referred to as kaito.

The difficult geographical and irrigational conditions in the mid-Heian period
caused the degree of utilisation of the land to undergo great variations year by year, in
every land group. The writer concludes that the great efforts exerted by Seien and other
priests were responsible for the successful management of the Eisanji domains as a whole.
The conditions under which they worked were favourable in that the majority of the
governors of this province were all members of the southern branch of the Fujiwara family

whose members were all supporters of Eisanji temple.





