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The Diffusion Process of the Misogi Sect of
Shintoism in Yamanashi Prefecture

Masayasu Mori

Studies on the acceptance and the process leading up to the acceptance of new
religions on the past of local communities are not very numerous, especially where Shinto
sects are concerned. One reason is that studies of this kind present many difficulties due
to the shortage of source materials. In this paper, the .author examines the case of the
Misogi sect of Shintoism in Yamanashi Prefecture, tracing related changes in the areas
concerned. He emphasises the following points :

1) In the process of the dissemination of the Misogi faith, which rendered the
shrine a missionary base, the transformation of collective funeral rites along the lines of
Shintoism was effected.

2) The Misogi sect designated the most influential persons in local communities
as its missionaries, thus facilitating the dissemination of the faith among the people depend-
ent on or influenced by those influential persons.

3) As the existence of leaders related to the people and having a high socio-
economic status was necessary to the stabilisation of the new sect, the maki, an organisation
formed on the basis of kinship, played an !important role during the steps preceding the
people’s final accepting of the faith.





