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Considerations on the Japan Sea and the Munakata Shrine of the Kuni
(Region) of Hoki in the Ancient Period

Yoshiyuki TAKIOTO

During recent years, some reconsideration has been given to the role of the Japan
Sea in the Ancient period. In this article, the author attempts an analysis of one aspect of
the ancient Japan Sea coast, in order to contribute to considerations of this kind, as well
as to examine historically the distribution of shrines. A particular object of study is the
Munakata Shrine now located in Munakata, Yonago-shi, Tottori Prefecture.

By the beginning of the tenth century, this shrine had already received mention in
the Engi-shiki (Engi era code regarding juridical thought and practices in Japan in the
ninth century). On the other hand, should one today mention the Munakata Shrine, one
would actually be referring to the Munakata Shrine of the kumi of Chikuzen, the present
Fukuoka Prefecture. The Munakata Shrine of Fukuoka Prefecture is the chief shrine heading
some ninety Munakata shrines scattered all over Japan. But the relationship between the
Munakata shrines of Chikuzen and Hoki, respectively, in the Ancient period when there
was no relationship between head and branch shrines, requires our special consideration.

The author concludes that these two shrines were independent places of worship
dedicated to the same deity. The Munakata Shrine of Chikuzen was a place of worship
for those workers who were based in the surrounding area and earned their living from
the sea. The maritime activities of these people ranged as far as Noto Peninsula and
Korea ; thus, in the Kofun period, they had relations with the eastern part of Izumo. The
Munakata Shrine of Hoki was located at an area adjacent to the eastern part of Izumo,
and the maritime people of Chikuzen were probably easily able to reach this area. Hence
the origin of the Munakata Shrine of Hoki had to be a shrine dedicated to their deity by

the maritime people hailing from Chikuzen who came to be settled in Hoki.





