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Some Consideration on City Plans of Japan’'s Pre-modern Ages
from the viewpoint of Yaku Obligation
Toshi Kanai

One of the recent trends in the field of Japanese history is that they try to clarify
the principles of government in pre-modern age towns by studying Yaku obligation there.
An approach of this kind also gives a lot of suggestions to historical geographers, for
Yaku obligation was closely connected with city plans. Yaku obligation inside towns has
been studied mainly in case of Edo, but I am afraid that its study has not been so far
advanced as a whole.

Here I take up the following towns as examples to search for the usefulness of
studying Yaku from the viewpoint of geography.

Case 1 Imai

In this town, I utilize the figures in Yaku as the data for reconstituting plotting of
residential areas. Originally, Yak# obligation must have been made in even proportion to
the width of each house’s front. Conversely, by regulating the length of its depth, an
original city plan will become clear. I have made this attempt by using the Residential
Map of Kitamachi in Imai (Kitamachi-yashikiwari-zu).

In this town, such an assumption is possible that the division of residential areas
has fairly progressed since the original Yaku obligation was settled.

Case 2 Matsuyama

It is possible to guess the interrelation between Y aku# obligation and city plans of
each parts (machi) in this castle town by using the documents written in 1694. This town
was originally composed of thirty parts (machi), which were called Komachi and given
some privileges {including the remission of Chishi. Collaterally these parts were obliged
with heavier Yaku than the others. We can see the relationship between Komachi and
Hanshu here. Judging from the original city plans, the width of each house’s front was



unified to 5 Ken (about 9 meters) at the beginning, and each house was obliged with
Ichinin (one person) Yaku.

Case 3 Kofu

Each parts in Kofu were divided into older ones (established in the age of Takeda)
or newer ones. The former ones are called Kamifuchu, and the latter Shimofuchu.
Moreover, both regions were divided into insides and outsides of the moat circling the
castle, and the insides were obliged with heavier Yaku than the outsides. Therefore,
even within older parts, the rates of Yaku obligation were not the same, but different
according to their positions. The privilege of remission of Chishi was given both in
Kamifuchu and in Shimofuchu. As for the duty of guard for fire, however, the number
of fire-extinguishing men imposed on Kamifuchu was much smaller than that of
Shimofuchu, which also shows a partial discrimination.

Case 4  Aizuwakamatsu

From the positions of parts which were obliged with Yaku#, we can understand
which direction from the castle was considered to be important. In case of this town,
great importance was originally attached to the eastern parts. Next, there exist two kinds
of main streets which run through the castle town, i.e. north-south ones and east-west
ones. Considering the transition of horse-obligation (Demmayaku), the latter streets
came to have more importance than the former ones. The rectangular block system was
adopted in this town, and the length of latitudinal side is longer than that of longitudinal
one. 1 assume, therefore, that this is probably associated with the above-mentioned

transition.





