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A Study on the Planning of Historical Settlements in the

Southern Part of Kawachi Province, Japan

Kazuhito KAWASHIMA

Japanese historical geographers have studied on the planning of historical settlement,
such as joka-machi (castle town), jinai-machi (settelment influenced by the powerful
Buddhist temple), kango settlement (settlement surrounded by moat), shinden settlement
(settlement newly opened during the Edo period) and so on. From these results it is sug-
gested that some settlements established in the feudal age hold the network of paths and
the moat in and around them. Some have a zigzag path with rightangle in order to prevent
from enemies. However, very little researches on the planning of historical settlement have
been made on this matter.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how far the idea to make the rightangle
turning in the path was diffused among the people. The author selected both Shinmachi
(a shinden settlement) and Furuichi (originally a market town) as case study areas. In
this paper the following historical sources are employed, such as some old maps in the Edo
period, cadastral maps in the Meiji period and small place names.

Shinmachi village have situated at the natural levee along the Ishikawa River in
Furuichi County and established in the 17th Century as a shinden settlement. The path
which runs through the settlement has two rightangled turnings on each entrance. The
turnings were planned by the peasants who established the settlement. It can be pointed
out the reason why the turnings were planned. First, it was the defense against enemies.
Secondly, because the peasants are obliged to express tneir identity as a group, facing the
friction on irrigation with neighbouring villages.

Furuichi village which used to have a function of marketing was included as a part
of Takaya Castle. Furuichi has held two rightangled turnings at least. By investgating
the Jori system, the author suggested that the turnings were planned by the early 17th
Century. The following assumptions can be thought as the reasons of the planning of
rightangled turning.

1) The turning at the entrance of Furuichi were planned as a front line of Takaya
Castle which was one of the most powerful castles in the Kawachi Province c. 1493-1575.

2) The residents themselves planned the turning for their defense, when the set-
tlement was reconstructed after a battle.

In this paper, the author suggest that the residents of both shinden settlement
and market town had had an idea of planning the rightangled turns at the entrance of

their settlement.





