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The Traditional Silviculture and Its Changing Process

in Yoshino Mountainous Region

Yasutaka MATSUO

Japan has a variety of land use in mountainous areas. But the ownership of
mountains and forests were established lately because of the difficulty of exploitation. It
is important to investigate the characteristics of peasants’ traditional use of forest, during
the Edo Era. On silviculture, however, the studies hitherto have had a tendency to pay
attention too much to the capitalist management and the formation process of it.

The author aims to clarify the characteristics of traditional silviculture and its
development. The case study was made in Yoshino mountainous district, now Nara Pre-
fecture, from the Edo Era to the early Meiji Era. The procedure is first to analyze the
documents of contract in Edo Era and other traditional mode of silviculture in Kawakami-
mura, the most advanced village ; and second to investigate its development and expansion
of silviculture.

The results are as follows. In the Edo and the early Meiji Era, the silviculture
was run in the form of usufruct. The forest in a village is divided into two parts; the
villagers’ individual managing and sharing part, Safo Yama (near the village), and the
community’s direct managing part Oku-Y ama (far from the village). In the former, vil-
lagers planting cedar or cypress with continual fosterage possessed the pieces of the land
for their holdings (Mochibun, Hufe). In most cases during the Edo Era, however, the
villagers did not have free disposition right. In the community’s direct management or
proceeds-sharing with villagers had made community stronger in the own right. As for
contracts of buying and selling, there had been little difference by the types of forest pos-
session. In all types, three kinds of contracts were made; the buying and selling of
standing trees at anybody option, the in finite buying and selling of the land’s usufruct between
villagers, and the infinite one between villagers. '

The development and expansion of silviculture is largely summed up as the change
from usufruct-based dealing to propriety-based one. In other words it is interpreted as the
catastrophic transformation from the stage when the right of silviculture can be got by
continual labor input, to the stage by capital input. In under-developed villages several
efforts were made to maintain usufructary systems, but mostly failed in vain. As for
primeval forests anyone couldn’t possess them, but later they had readily become the object
of silviculture for enterpreneurs who invested his capital for them.

As the conclusion, the transformation sheme (Fig. 8) is shown that the capitalists’
holdings and properties almost supersede the villagers’ holding and properties in individuals’
sharing part, and that the incorporation is promoted in the community’s direct-managing

part, in both of which industrial forestry is predominant.





