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The Market places in Nuta-no-sho, Aki-no-kuni and the Flow Network of Sefouchi
Hirotsugu FUJITA

The authorhas has stuied the general function of medieval marketplaces in flow
process of goods between rural areas. In studying the function of the particular market-
places, it is important to examine other flow processes (e.g., the flow toward Kinai,
metropolitan area in those days). The purpose of this paper is to reconstruct the market-
places in Nuta-no-syo (manor), Aki-no-kuni (Aki province) and then consider the function
of them in the light of the flow network of Sefouhi.

Three marketplaces, Shin-ichiin Osaka-go, Hon-ichi and Ajika-shin-ichi in
Ajika-go, are mentioned in historical materials (studied in Chapter II). These three
marketplaces can be identified at the mouth of the Nuta River. Hon-ichi and Ajika-shin-
ichi, which were composed of about 30, ichiba-zaike, (a historical term for a type of house
in marketplaces) and are thought to have adjoined each other, are reconstructed in Figure
3. Figure 4 shows a reconstruction of Shin-ichi in Osaka-go, which weve consisted of
about 150 ichibazaike. The settlement form of botii of these two marketplaces can be
considered as an agglomerated village with asmall village (Chapter III). They functioned
as transshipment points in the flow of goods from the Nuta basin, including Nufa basin,
including Nuta-ro-syo, to outside via Setoda and Takasaki (Chapter IV).

The author is convinced that this consideration is the first step in the study of the

function of other market-places in Medieval period.





