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Characteristics of the Formation of Urban Space in Vietnam
—A Comparative Study in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh—
Kohshun OHTA

Many kind of political and economic powers had intricated in the history of Vietnam
located in the eastern part of Indo-China Peninsula. Especially Vietnam was devided into
the North and the South after World War II. The independance of new nation had to
wait until 1976.

The aim of this paper is to show the influence of these intricated situation on the
structure of urban space through a comparison of major cities in the North and the South.
The socio-economic characteristics and urban types are mainly discussed. This paper is
based on the field survey held in August, 1985.

The city of Hanoi is composed of four areas, namely, the central part constructed
through the age of Chinese-style citadel, the area originated with commerce and manufacture
in Guild age, the area developed under the colonial policy of France and the newly developed
area after the independance. The shape of urbanized area is a semicircular with one core.
Today’s central area is located near the lake HOAN KIEM and the southeastern part of
this lake. The urbanization has spread into the southern and south western lowland with
the growth of population. The roads in eatly developed area is radial pattern and narrow.
On the other hand, roads constructed under the colonial government are grid pattern. The
difference or unbalance is seen also in the type of building.

The city of Ho Chi Minh (formerly, Saigon) consists of three areas, the first
one is the area developed by the Chinese immigrated mainly from Kwangtung and Fukien
since 1778, the second one is the fortified area contructed in Guen Dynasty in 1790s and
the third one is Saigon area constructed by French since the conquest in 1859. Cholon is
the most densely populated area, where Chinese peoples are dominant in this area. The
function of this area is a commercial center and the important point of transportation.
Recently, the industrialization has been proceeded in the area of south-west.

Formerly, the fortified area in Saigon is the center of the national government
and the administration. CBD where wide roads in grid pattern and buildings were construced
under the city planning of the colonial government is formed between the fortified area
and Saigon River. Hotels, citizen’s theater, movie theaters are located also in this area.

An apparance of the colonial city seems to be felt through the urban landscape and atmos-



phere. Other part of this city is characterized as follows, another commercial center in
the south, the high grade residential area in the north and industries and businesses in the
east. The urban structure of Saigon is a concentric circle style. Cholon and Saigon were
founded separately with different kind of functions, however, these two areas have been
tied through the growth of these cities and became a core area of greater Saigon, especi-
ally after the independance. Recent urbanization and industrialization are seen in the north-
east and the north-west, because southern and western sections are occupied by the marsh.

The difference of urban structure in Vietnam is based on the factor of races and
the degree of the penetration of political power. The transitional feature of peninsula is
observed also in Vietnam.





