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THE TOCHIHOTENS ; PRIVATELY COMPILED MAPS OF LAND
TENURES. CIRCUMSTANCE OF THEIR ISSUES AND AVAILABILITY
AS HISTORICAL MATERIALS.

Yoichi OHRA

The tochihotens are land-tenure maps privately compiled and published by indivi-

duals or publishing companies, transformed from the officially registered land-tenure maps

and cadastres in registry office or local government office, having a character of handy

atlas with a index map and some detailed district maps.

Their publications date from the establishment of modern land-tenure system in

Japan, 1873, when private land ownership was given to farmers for taxation.

As the tochihotens have a large circulation, they have been able to see in common

libralies and to confirm the condition of land ownership, when the map compiled. When

the safekeeping of officially registered land-tenure maps are not in good condition or lost,

the tochihotens are useful and important.

The tochihotens, however, have a variety of precision and expression according to

the type of officially registered maps and cadastres, and they are influenced their contents



by the time of issue and the regional demands. There have been cases that the fochiko-
tens often keeps in local government offices and confusd with the officially registered land-
tenure maps.

In this article, the author describes the outline of fochihotens, the time and moti-
ves of their issues, and the relationship between fochihotens and officially registered map,

using some examples.
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