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THE CIVILIZATION REGION AND THE CRUSH ZONE
Chiharu KUROSAKI

Emphasis is placed on the historical analysis for development of geographical
phenomena, including occurrence, adolescence, decadence and disappearance, in the field of
social and cultural geography today. In this paper, the author tried to analyze the basic
structure of civilization development on a world-wide scale from the view-point of social
and human science, especially of geography and cultural anthropology, paying his attention
to the role of crush zone.

The civilization region is consisted of three zones, the core, the environs, and
the frontier, which change their characters gradationally. The most important zone has
been the frontier, namely, crush zone, where the new civilization originated frequently.
In the frontier zone, where two civilizations is bound each other, the author points out the
three trends. They are (1) stability after a long conflict, (2) conquest or exile of a civiliza-
tion by the other, and (3) continuous conflict between two civilizations over centuries. The
last category often becomes a strong reason on occurrence of crush zone. The crush zone
was formed in the transitional zone of ecology system and the zone of complicated mixture
of defferent races or religions on a world-wide scale.

The analysis of crush zone on a world-wide scale is very important for the dyna-

mic study of regional formation in the view-point of historical geography.





