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ON TRAVEL DIARIES TO MT. DEWA-SANZAN

Michiaki IWAHANA

In recent years, there has been remarkable progress in the study of Japanese

historical transportation and travel.

have been written by historical geographers.

However few articles on traveling for sacred places

In this article, the author aims to clarify the characteristics of travel diaries to
Dewa-Sanzan in the Edo and the early Meiji Era.
Dewa-Sanzan (three holy mountains in Dewa Province, namely Mts. Yudono,

Haguro and Gassan) in Yamagata Prefecture is one of the most famous sacred mountains.
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in Japan. Many travelers came to Dewa-Sanzan from Eastern Japan. Some of them wrote
travel diaries. The author searched for travel diaries to Dewa-Sanzan. As a result of search,
more than 100 travel diaries have been collected.

Travel diaries are the record of visiting unusual spaces. The author reconstructed
the travel routes from diaries on maps. As a result, it became clear that most of travel
routes made in a circulation, namely travel to Dewa-Sanzan looked like a pilglimage. So
it is concluded that this travel was not a sight-seeing, but a religious travel. Moreover
travelers were delegates of their community, and this travel was concerned in the ritual

process.





