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A DEFENSIVE CHARACTER OF ‘KINAI-NO-SHIISHI’
; A CASE OF ‘NABARI-NO-YOKAWA’

Takahiro SASAKI

Some observations are made here to explore reasons as to the locations of the
‘kinai-no-shiishi’. The ‘kinai-no-shiishi’ were four points designating the limits of the
ancient Japanese Imperial territory in the Ritsu-ryd period.

Working from an initial hypothesis based on the concept of “territoriality” set
forward by the behavioural sciences, an assumption is made that the ‘kinai-no-shiishi’ were
located in order to set up barriers (seki-soko) which were defensive by natutre. In order to
verify this hypothesis historical documentation of one point ‘nabari-no-yokawa' was analy-
zed to see if this possibility existed. The ‘nabari-no-yokawa' was located at the eastern
most limit of the territory (nabari city).

Also the locational conditions of this area were investigated from the perspective of
historical geography. This involves a consideration as to the possibility that conditions
existed to support military garrisons, situate a smoke signal system (tobuhi) and act as a
defensive barrier.

As a result the locational conditions of ‘nabari-no yokawa’ are shown to have all
the characteristics required for a defensive function. Therefore it can be said that the
‘kinai-no-shiishi’ were not merely located to indicate territorial limits but also were situated

with a definite functional purpose in mind.





