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THE FUNCTIONAL CHANGE OF RAILWAYS IN THE PELIOD OF
MODERN TRANSPORT CONSTRUCTION

Masafumi MIKI

Previous studies of railway history, especially those in relation to regional industries,
have not achieved successful results, bscause many places in Japan have not been affected
by any specific industries. This study analyzes the Iga area in Mie prefecture as an exam-
ple of such places.

In the Iga area there have been primary railway line along an east-west axis,
while a secondary railroad exists along a north-south axis. The developments of these lines
are classified into four stages:stage I and II of the north-south one. (1) the first stage
of the primary line construction, (2) the first stage of the secondary line construction, (3)
the second stage of the secondary line construction, and (4) the second stage of the
primary Line construction.

At the first stage of the primary railway line construction, Kansei Railway Company
demanded that Ueno-cho should pay the construction expenses for the extension of railway
to the center of Ueno-cho. It brought about antagonism between a newly risen liberal mer-
chant class and the older conservative merchant class. The former was beaten by the latter
and the demand of railway extensions was rejected.

At the first stage of the secondary railway construction, the development of Iga,
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Iwa, and Jomei Railway were planned, Iga Railway was planned by those who lived in towns
along a previous railway line in Nara prefecture and the Iga area. They did not have enough
economic and technical power to materialize their plan, even though they asked for help
from commercial capitalists in such big cities as Osaka and Kyoto. Their plan resulted in
failure because of no help or support. The situation was same for the planning for Iwa and
Jomei Railway.

Stage II of the secondary railway construction in north-south direction took place
when the former newly risen merchant class developed into a commercial capitalist class.
These people tried hard to succeed in their plan for a regional railway. Among them was
Zensuke Tanaka as an active leader. He made a proper plan for a regional community. This
time their efforts were fruitful ; Iga Tramway and Iga Railway were opened between Iga
Ueno and Nabari.

At the second stage of the east-west railway construction, Sangl Kylko Electric
Railway was opened between Sakurai and Yamada. This railway service not only formed a
new main line, but also changed the function of the old local railway. Although it was a
good idea, the expansion plan of the Omi Railway failed.

The construction of railway in areas which have little to do with any specific in-
dustries was linked to the demand of the community for railroad. And it was the commu-
nity that raised the money for the construction.





