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ON THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY OWNERSHIP OF THE MITAJIRI
SALT FIELDS IN HOHFU CITY, YAMAGUCHI PREFECTURE

Yukio SHIGEMI

The Mitajiri Salt Fields were developed by the Mouri clan from the end of the
seventeenth century through the eighteenth century. At the beginning of the Meiji period
(A.D. 1868-1911), the total area of the salt field was about 235 ha., all of which were divided
into 152 lots and owned by eighty-five people. A lot was between 1.5 and 2.0ha. in area.
Even the greatest proprietor, the Sadanagas, owned no more than eight lots; this family,
however, had parted with all their salt fields by the end of the Meiji period as the result
of their poor bank managemcnt. The ownership of the salt fields changed very rapidly. So
high was the price of a salt field that only the fairly rich could afford one: in the Taisho
period (A. D. 1912-1925) a lot cost about ¥ 20,000. The new propretors included not only
merchants but also many of those who had worked in the salt fields in their youth. They
came from the villages in the vicinity to work in the salt fields, later tenanting them, and
eventually buying them with their hard-earned savings. The next generation, however,
mostly became white-collar workers. The purpose of their purchase of salt fields seems to
have been the accumulation of wealth rather than only a means of making a living.

By 1955 “the percolating method” which had been long employed in the salt fields
was changed to “the falling down method”, and the local administrative reform in the
industry brought about the abolition of the salt fields in 1960. Later on about 1975, the

remaining land was utilized for building factories.





