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GERMAN SETTLEMENTS IN VISBY AND BERGEN IN MEDIEVAL AGES
Hiroko FUJIOKA

In the twelfth century, German merchants, attracted by the possibilities of the fur

trade with Novgorod in Russia, chose Vishy as a suitable transit port. Consequently, an

agreement concerning commercial activity was reached between Liibeck and Visby.

In the late twelfth century, Bergen had been a Norwegian trading and fishing

centre and it was in the second half of the thirteenth century that German merchants first
obtained Norwegian trading privileges with respect to Bergen. Then during the medieval
ages, German settlements developed under the strong organization of the Hanseatic League.

The urban structure and functions of German settlements of these two cities in
the medieval age will be clarified focussing on the following two aspects.

(1) The relation between the German settlements and the geographical distribution
of churches in Visby.

(2) The distribution of functions in the German Kontor and the urban structure of
the Kontor area in Bergen.

For these purposes the map of Visby in 1361, presumably the oldest one now
available, the old picture of Bergen in 1581 by Scholeus, and records on German Hansa

were utilized.



Results are summarized as folllows.
[ 131 Visby.

Medieval churches, situated in the German merchant settlements of Visby, played
essential roles for the development of trade in the medieval era through their protection
of commercial activities. Distribution of various kinds of churches can be considered as
good indices to show such relations. Thus the distribution map of churches was pre-
pared and the following three districts were found to exist.

@) old Gotlandic town.

In this area St. Olaf, St. Clemens, and St. Nicolai were situated. Their original
buildings were built in the eleventh or twelfth centuries by visiting merchants from
Baltic area before German merchants came to visit Gotland. Almost all of these
churches are ruins now. This area had an administration building near the shore and
market places developed on road sides.

(B German town.

In the centre of the city a semi-circular road surrounded the old town hall from
where German and Visby merchants administered the whole city. Many churches were
concentrated in this area from the thirteenth century. St. Mary, the most important,
was destined to become a German parish church in 1225. In the coastal area medieval
trading functions concentrated, such as factories, packing warchouses, and stores, almost
all of which were built under a strong German influence.

{© The Castle of the King and its surroundings.

In the fifteenth century Visborg castle was located in the southern part of the city.
Two royal churches are found in this castle on the old map.

[ 27 Bergen.

From 1259, German merchants began to remain in Bergen throughout the winter.
This was a very important event marking an epoch and German immigrants increased
gradually from this time. They constructed Bergen Kontor near the sheltered harbour
of Bergen.

) The area including the wharf was settled by German merchants and was called
“Tyskebryggen’. The correlated wooden buildings(gard) were erected there. This commu-
nity of German Hanseatic merchants had an internal jurisdiction system of their own
and no female habitants were allowed. They had an assembly building in gard and
elected the alderman, who controlled problems of Kontor, settled diplomatic policies, and
acted as a liaison to the Hanseatic Conferences. In the Kontor there was a strict ap-
prenticeship.

(B Gard was divided into various functional spaces: offices, fish storages, workshops,
warehouses, living rooms, and so forth. People could use these functions according to
their work and status.

© In the thirteenth century, German craftsmen came to Bergen and began their

activities throughout western and northern Norway. German merchants became, simul-



taneously, more and more assertive in both economic and social life. Segregation of
living places among German merchants, German craftsmen, and Norwegians in Bergen
started in the late thirteenth century. Each of the three groups had their own parish
churches in their living areas. The segregation of living areas were made clear through
investigation of the location of medieval churches by the old map and by materials recently

.obtained in the course of archaeological research in Bergen.





