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THE URBAN STRUCTURE OF BATON ROUGE,
LOUISIANA, U. S. A., 1923

Tadashi NAKAGAWA

It was in the 1920s when Burgess constructed the concentric zone model through
the observation of Chicago, a gigantic Northern city. However, this model overlooked the
importance of racial elements in the urban landscape in Southern cities. This study recon-
structs the urban structure in 1923 of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, as a case of Southern cities
to examine the racial factors in the 1920s. The data of this research come from the 1923
Sanborn Insurance Company Map of Baton Rouge area. In this research, the distributions
of such constituent landscape elements as construction material, height, and area of buil-
dings are first identified. The distributions of commercial, industrial, public, and resi-
dential buildings are also demonstrated on maps. White and black residential areas are
inferred through the locations of white and black schools and churches.

The resulting urban structure is characterized by a concentric zone structure with
CBD on the core. Contrary to the Burgess model, however, the high rent residential
zone comes closer to CBD than the low rent residential zone because white people had
historically occupied the central part of the city. Black people could only live in the
periphery of the urban area. The result of this study clearly indicates a strong racial

factor in the urban landscape of this Southern city in the 1920s.





