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SOME CONSIDERATIONS ON THE OFFICIAL JAPANESE
ECONOMIC MAPS IN 1879, IN THE VIEWPOINT OF
MAP-SYMBOLS AND COLOR EXPRESSION

Jinjiro SATO

The Japanese government ordered to prefectural government to make economic
maps at every gun (county) as a unit, in 1879, when the new land tax system was estah-
lished. This economic maps were asked to include various physical and economic conditions,
for example, agricultural land utilization by crops, location of main industries other than
agriculture, sites of periodical market, irrigation systems, habitual lands of flood and drou-
ght, seaports, inland waterways, bad or steep roads being impossible for running of viecles,
and so on. As for the expression on maps, the government designated specified symbols and
colors, and requested to have quantitative classification. They were the first economic maps
in Japan.

There have been known in Japan that designation of land utilization by colors was
already introduced on maps during the first half of the eighth century. Techniques to
express administrative boundaries or classification of phenomena were also seen on maps in
the seventeenth century. Particularly since about 1780, the technique of wood-print, accom-
panied to development of ukiyoe, wae introduced for map-making. Although various map
symbols were used since the seventeenth century, no fixed way of expression had been
authorized by the second half of nineteenth century. Map-makers individually introduced
their map-symbols in various ways. Colors and map-symbols were generally used on maps
since the eighteenth century in Japan. Quantitative classification by colors or map-symbols,
however, was firstly introduced on the economic maps of 1879, which showed a great step
of development in the history of map-making in Japan.

Unfortunately, no example of economic maps of 1879 has been found, except an
order form of the government, showing the explanatory notes about colors and map-sym-

bols.





