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THE REGIONAL ACTIVATION IN THE PROTO-INDUSTRIALIZED
PERIOD OF JAPAN (PART 3): THE CASE OF THE LOWEST
ACTIVATION IN THE SETTLEMENTS WITH SCHOOLS IN
GUNMA AND SAITAMA PREFECTURES

Masao TAMURA

Through the studies of regional development of Japanese industrialization, the
-author discussed the activation in the proto-industrial period under the assumption that
-industrialization and activation took place at the same time.

He has already published the following two articles: “The regional activation in
the proto-industrial period of Japan (Part 1) ——school fee and the number of teachers
‘in Gunma and Saitama prefectures,’”” Annual Reports of Josai Graduate school of Econo-
mics, 4, 1988, pp. 1-23, and ““The regional activation in the proto-industrialized
‘period of Japan (Part 2)——the case of the highest activation in the settlements with
‘schools in Gunma and Saitama prefectures,” The Historical Geographic Review, 32,
1990, pp. 1—23. In contrast with the latter article, this study analyzes the case of the
lowest activation in the settlements with schools in Gunma and Saitama prefectures.

Two indices of activation were chosen : (1) the number of pupils per teacher and
(2) school fee for one pupil. In the ‘settlements with the highest activation, the first
‘index is less than 45, while the second one is between 13 and 19 sen. In the cases with
‘the lowest activation, by contrast, the first index is between 80 and 190, whereas the

:second one is between 0 and 3 sen. The numder of settlements with the highest acti-



vation is 26 and that with the lowest one is also 26.

While the nucleus of the distribution of the most activated settlements was im
the northern area, the core of the least activated settlements lie on the southern area.
These phenomena indicate that the coexistence of the sericultural centers influenced
the regional activation more than the proximity to the largest city (Tokyo).

Most activated settlements were formed densely as the domains of several fiefs.
By contrast, the least activated settlements were scattered sporadically. As a result, there
was only one Shognate domain in the most activated settlements, while seven Shognate
domains, including that of the Hitotsubashi family, were included in the least activated.
settlements.

The distribution of shizoku families was limited within the most activated set~
tlements. In Gunma prefecture, moreover, they belong to the upper class of the activated
settlements. In other words, the existence of Shizoku families contributed to the regional
activation.

In Gunma prefecture, the most activated settlements paid more miscellaneous
taxes than the least activated settlements. The places of the tax payment in the most
activated settlements were in the central and western part, while those in the least acti-
vated settlements were in the northern part. These facts suggest the heavier traffic along
Nakasendo than along Mikunikaido.

As for population movement, commoners excessively moved in Gunma prefecture,
while commoners excessively moved out of Saitama prefecture. The population movement
was more frequent in the most activated settlements than in the least ones. The shizoku
population which move out of Saitama was larger than of Gunma.

More horses existed in the least activated settlements than in the most activated

settlements. On the contrary, the distribution of carts and jinrikishas was mainly in the
most activated settlements.





