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INLAND NAVIGATION IN MODERN CITY,
A CASE STUDY IN NAGOYA

Ken OKAJIMA

In recent years we have seen some progress in study of Japanese inland navigation
in modern times, especially in context with modernization. They have made it clear that
inland navigation kept its position in the national transportation system in the Meiji era,
and that the influence of railway to it varied by region.

But, we have not so many studies of the inland navigation of more recent periods.
In order to investigate it, we should pay more attention to the relations between the inland
navigation and the progress of modern industries, cities, and land transportation.

The author classified intra-urban navigation, in the former study of Tokyo area,
into four types, they are, navigation connected with marine transportation, navigation
connected with railway transportation, navigation linked straight to the hinterland trans-
shipment, and reciprocal transportation within the city, and examined the utilization of
intra-urban navigation system by modern industries.

The purpose of this article is to clarify the function of the intra-urban navigation
system in Nagoya, bv comparing with that in Tokyo. Nagoya was the third largest city
in modern Japan, and overcame its disadvantage of navigation by the construction of mo-
dern port facilities and two new canals, Shin-Horikawa and Nakagawa, in addition to the
older one, Horikawa, and by the connection of the navigation routes to railway at the
freight terminal stations.

The results are summarized as follows :

1) The prosperous stage of navigation was from 1935 to 1940 (Showa 10th-15th),
when modern industry greatly developed before World War TI. The items carried by
intra-urban navigation were industrial goods in outward freight, coal, wood, industrial
raw material and goods for urban consumption inwards, which were seen also in the case
of intra-urban navigation in Tokyo. In Nagoya, it is remarkable that much pottery was
exported by way of intra-urban navigation between railway station and ocean-going ships.

2) Factories and warehouses were main users of the intra-urban navigation.
Many modern factories were located along the canal of Shin-Horikawa, and warehouses
and wholesale houses also concentrated along canal-side of Horikawa. Similar land use
were seen in the Joto industrial district and the old city center in Tokyo, in regard to .
using intra-urban navigation. )

3) Nakagawa Canal, built in 1930~32, was a modern canal with two lock-gates.
But both sides of the canal were undeveloped before World War I, so its function was
seemed to be mainly a bypass route of Horikawa Canal and to be the connection with
railway transportation at Sasashima station.

4) Most of the transportation by intra-urban navigation in Nagoya was connected
with marine transportation, because the canal system was developed like spokes from

Nagoya Port as th hub.





