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HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF HORSEAND CATTLE-BREEDING
IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE CENTRAL HIGHLAND
IN JAPAN

Hiroshi MIURA

The northern Kanto District and the Central Highland were centers of horse-
‘breeding in Japan. Shimoina Region in Nagano Prefecture, located in the southern part
-of the Central Highland, was also a center of horse-breeding, and in the region sericul-
ture had developed during Taisho and Showa era (1912-1935). Although horses and
«cattle played an important role on the inland transportation before the modern traffic
revolution, horses and cattle has nowadays disappeared. This paper attempts to examine
the changes of horse- and cattle-breeding with the development of sericulure and trans-
Pportation.

The results can be summarized as follows :

1. In the central part of Ina Basin, an agricultural area, the horse-breeding
«declined with the growth of sericulture in the Meiji Era. During the same period, in
“Touyama area in Akaishi Valley, the horse-breeding fell into decline, not because of the
development of sericulture, but because of the development of pulpwood production by
‘0ji-Seishi Co.

2. Sericulture in the southern part of the Highland spread slower than in the
other areas, because this area kept economic stabilization by horse-breeding, lumbering,
«<harcoal making, inland transportation, etc.

3. The rate of decrease of horses in Shimoina Region became higher in number
‘than in the all of Nagano Prefecture from Meiji to Showa era, because sericulture became
‘more important in this region.

4. The number of horses peaked in 1885, corresponded to the great demand of

¢he industrial revolution in Japan. Since 1885 the numder of horses had decreased with

._.35 —



the appearance of horse-drawn carriage, and stagnated for twenty years (1895-1915), and
then the number decreased again because of the development of sericulture, the appearance
of trucks and the construction of railways.

5. Cattle were raised especially in the region along steep mountain paths, because
the peasants engaged in transport by cattle, and cattle was suitable for transport in steep
mountain paths.

6. The stagnation of the number of cattle in the middle Meiji Era (1885-1899)
was caused by the deflation and the diffusion of horse-drawn carriage with the improve-
ment of roads. It was during the World War Second that cattle exceeded horses in
number. Although horse- and cattle-drawn carriage played important parts in the
construction after the War, the number of horse and cattle for burden or draft had

decreased since 1960’s.





