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THE INFLUENCE OF THE LANDFORM CHARACTERISTICS ON THE CULTURES
OF NORTHEAST JAPAN AND SOUTHWEST JAPAN

Masatami NAKAYAMA

This paper presents a basis for the division of Japan into Northeast Japan and
Southwest Japan with the landform characteristics and proposes a boundary determined by
this basis. It is my fundamental premise in determining landform divisions that various
human activities should be ascribed to major landform characteristics.

Two landform regions are differentiated by the distribution of mountains, alluvial
plains, and coastal landform characteristics. These landform features are as follow.

mountains : geological structure, heights, reliefs, etc.
alluvial plains: scale of plains (basin), distribution of diluvial uplands and allu-
vial plains, long profiles, etc.

coast : rias coast, lagoon, etc.
These landform characteristics are related to living, culture and economic activity

of inhabitants. The boundary of the two regions divided with the landform characteristics

is the line from Turuga Bay to Suzuka Mts. via Ibuki Mts.





