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DEVELOPMENT OF THE YOSHINO FORESTRY SYSTEM RELATED
TO THE DEFORESTATION OF THE KISO AND HIDA AREA
IN THE 17 TH AND 18 TH CENTURY

Yoshihisa FUJITA

The Yoshino forestry system, in Nara prefecture, is famous for it’s original type

of afforestation with the most intensive management in Japan.

This intensive system of

Yoshino forestry had been formed since the 19th century, after the establishment of the
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original afforestation in the 18th century. This system had been established by the
farmers only in the Yoshino area. Farmers in this area created the most intensive
method of afforestation with the planting of more than 10 thousand saplings per one ha.
This method gave farmers in this area a lot of profit. However, this Yoshino system
had not expanded in the neighbouring areas in the Edo era. What are the reasons for
this ?

This paper aims to clarify these reasons, relating to the Kiso and Hida forestry
system which is in the near eastern part of the Yoshino area.

Kiso and Hida were famous for being the main areas of the timber production
supplied to the large markets of Kyoto and Osaka, since one thousand years ago. In,
and after the Age of Civil Wars at the end of the 16 th century, the new construction of
many large castles, temples, shrines, towns, bridges and so on, in the Kyoto and Osaka
area, gave the largest demand for timber in this age. The Kiso and Hida area supplied
a lot of timber, especially 4inoki (Japanese cypress) and lost a lot of forest resources
throughout the 17th century. As a result, clans controlling this area had to change
their policy and not supply and maintain the remaining forestry resources beginning
strictly from the middle period of the 18 th century.

Main timber markets of Kyoto and Osaka faced the shortage of timber supplied
from the Kiso and Hida area. As a result, the Yoshino area was chosen as a new for-
estry area to supply timber to the markets of Kyote and Osaka instead of from the Kiso
and Hida forestry area. The Yoshino area lies in the southern mountain area near Kyoto
and Osaka.

Thus, afforestation had been tried in the Yoshino area during first half of the
18th century.

As the timber supply from the Kiso and Hida area had been completely decreased
by the 19th century, new intensive methods of afforestation had been created in the
Yoshino area to grow trees and spply the largest amount of timber. In this condition,
more than ten thousand saplings were planted in each ha. After 15 years, continued
harvesting had been begun by thinnig the trees among the planted trees. The harvest-
ing was continued for about one hundred years after planting. This was called the
Yoshino forestry system.. Each farmer in the Yoshino area was eager to plant trees in
the mountains and introduced the funds from the rural and urban areas to develop this
sytem.

Each clan in the Kiso and Hida area could not introduce this Yoshino system to
maintain the policy of the preservation of forestry resources. The afforestation in Kiso
and Hida area was not good because of worse soil condition.

Therefore, the development of the type of forestry in the Yoshino area was a
result of the restriction of the timber production in the Kiso and Hida area. Further-
more, because this forestry system had not been accepted by the clans in the Kiso and
Hida area, the intensive management of forestry had been created in the Yoshino area.





