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ON THE LOCATION OF THE KOSATSU IN THE CASTLE TOWN
Kazuhiko YAMORI

A késatsu is a notice board on which the ordinances of the Tokugawa Shogu-
nate or of a daimyo were written. In the early Edo Period the késatsu were usually
set up, for instance, at the head of a bridge, in the entrance of the castle towns. In the
next stage, however, the kosatsu were set up in the corner where the street leading to
the o6temon (the front gate of the castle) and a high road traversing the castle town
crossed ; or, where two streets crossed making the form of the letters T or L in front
of the otemon. The newest type in the plan of the castle town is seen in those which
had a high road running along just up in front of their 6femon. In this type of castle
towns, the kosaisu were set up in front of the éfemon; which was the latest location
for the késatsu.

The illustrations show the different locations of the késafsu. the signs ++ stands
for the dtemon, s a kosatsu, and the bold lines show streets and high roads. The cornees
where the k0satsu were set up were the busiest part of the castle towns. With big shops
of the merchants thronged around there, the corners of the kdsatsu were where warriors
and townspeople contacted.

In Aizuwakamatsu, when, in the festival seasons, the mikoshi (moving shrine)
of the rituals went round in the castle and in the residential areas of the townspeople,
a temporary shrine was used to be set up for the mikoshi to rest in the corner where
the kdsatsu stood.

In the old days, the k0safs# were respected by the townspeople as the symbol of
the power of the governing side. But, with time, people came to pay less respect to the
kosatsu, there were even such townspeople as tied their horses to the kdsatsu. Others
regarded the kosatsu as a nuisance because it blocked the trafic. Thus we can see inter-
esting changes in the f0pos of the corner of the kosatsu.





