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STRUCTURE OF FOREIGN SETTLEMENTS : YOKOHAMA AND KOBE
Hiroko FUJIOKA

The object of this article is to examine the structure of the foreign settlements
©of Yokohama and Kobe.

Seven foreign settlements were established in Japan from the end of the Tokugawa
‘Shogunate to the beginning of the Meiji era. From these seven settlements, Yokohama
and Kobe, were selected as representative of the northeastern and southwestern part of
Japan, respectively.

Against foreign countries, which pressed the Japanese government to open trad-
ing ports and hoped that Kanagawa would be one of these, Bakufu chose Yokohama as
the prime site and hastily constructed it. Yokohama was seaside reclaimed land where
traffic was far more inconvenient than in Kanagawa. The urban planning followed that
of Dejima of Nagasaki, the only trading port during the Edo period of national isolation.
‘To prevent expansion of the settlement, the plan was to imprison foreign traders in
“Kannai” by preparing surrounding canals.

In the Kannai settlement, foreign trading firms competed with each other and
the principal businesses were related to silk trading. The autonomous administration,
consulates, the chamber of commerce, and churches were the main elements of the
foreign settlement, but the autonomy was abandoned rather early.

In examining land utilization in 1885, we find that the settlement was divided
into nine well defined functional districts. Each district is found to-have functioned in
different aspects of trading.

The land use of the Yamate settlement was mainly for residence and recreation.
There were once some lots used for military purposes, but they were converted to peace-
ful usage.

A region for Japanese traders, specially prepared by the government to encour-
age them to compete with foreign traders, functioned to complement trade in the settle-
ment. This preparation reveals that the structure of the foreign settlement was complet-
ed under the guidance of the Meiji central government.

In the case of Kobe, its establishment as a trading port was nine years later
than Yokohama and its settlement had a rather open character. Autonomy continued
until 1899 under the cooperation of each foreign country. The status of the foreign set-
tlement of Kobe in the southwestern part of Japan was rather subordinate compared to
Yokohama, but the trade with China was superior in Kobe. Many principal firms of
Yokohama, primarily tea traders, located branch offices in Kobe. The region for Japanese
traders was not especially regulated and many Japanese firms, such as merchants, banks,
and even administrative establishments, moved from the former core of the city to the



area of import and export, which was in the eastern part of the city including the for-
eign settlement. This movement was the main factor in the process of the building up-
of the present city core. .

The location of manufacturing establishments by foreigners in the peripheral area
of the settlement gave impact to the building up of mixed utilization of the area sur-
rounding the city core.

Under the system of foreign settlements in Yokohama and Kobe, the trade of
opium was able to be avoided due to foreign enforcement. This fact and the exclusion.
of military land use, were fundamental factors in the sound development of Yokohama.

and Kobe, the two largest trading ports in Japan.





