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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE IMITATED ANIMAL SHOOTING OBSERVANCE:
MAINLY CONCERNED WITH SHIK AUCHI FUNCTION

IN MIKAWA-SHINANO-TOHTOHMI BOUNDARY AREA

Shinya SEKO

In the Mikawa-Shinano-Tohtohmi boundary area, present Aichi-Nagano-Shizuoka
prefectural boundary, the folk function called “Shikauchi” has been handed down. This is
the new year’s function which people shoots at deer or wild boars made by leaves, straws
or bamboos. In the areas where this function is observed, there are variety of acts. Only
a few researchers have been interested in this Shikauchi function for a long time, However,
in recent years, the function get widely to be recognized and is frequently reported. Recor-
ding practical examples of these functions are nearly completed. The further directions for
Shikauchi study is to situate as an important subject in folklore and historical stage.

Many kinds of functions such as “Hanamatsuri” which represents at “Shimotsuki
Matsuri”, “Okonai” and “Dengaku” at New Year’s Yoshuku function which blesses
productivity of crops previously. “Nenbutsu Odori”, and so on have been handed down in the
Mikawa-Shinano-Tohtohmi boundary area. Today, the Shikauchi function is practiced in
10 settlements (4 in Tohei Town, Kitashitara County, 2 in Hohrai Town and 1 in Tsukude
Town, Minamishitara County in Aichi Prefecture: 1 in Tenryu Town, Shimoina County in
Nagano Prefecture; 1 in Hamamatsu City and 1 in Inasa Town, Inasa County in Shizuoka
Prefecture). TFifteen settlements in this area where the function has been extinguished is
confirmed.

The next the author briefly discussing only twelve other examples of imitated animal
shooting observance in other places. Some of these may not be included as suitable example
for imitated animal. The functions concerned with shooting are distributed all parts of the
Japan Islands, especially areas where the shooting were ever hold flourishingly. The
imitated animal shooting observance in this paper are distributed in the southern Kyushu
and the Mikawa-Shinano-Tohtohmi boundary area. Some hypotheses have been presented for
this characteristic distribution. For example, the hypothesis such as the inflow of “Hayato’s
Culture” in the southern Kyushu into the boundary area is proposed. However. as I reported

few examples of the shooting observances in this paper, these functions were still widely



existed in the various parts of southwestern Japan. And increasing of numbers of the
reports about the examples of the functions can be expected in the future. Tokuji Chiba has
already pointed out that areas had been handed down the community shooting as
shooting festival which includes the imitated animal shooting observance was unevenly
distributed in the south-western Japan, not quite in north-eastern Japan. The cases of

imitated animal shooting observance reported in this paper are noticeable.



