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THE REGIONAL STRUCTURE OF EZO-CHI IN THE WORK
OF TAKESHIRO MATSUURA (1818-1888)

Hiroko KATAKAMI

Matsuura is one of the explorers in Ezo-chi during the late Edo period. In 1869
he gave the name Hokkaido to Ezo-chi. He was always sympathetic to the Ainu. The
purpose of this paper is to clarify the regional structure of Ezo-chi through the maps and.
diaries made by him.

The results are summarized as follows:

1. He classified Hokkaido into 11 counties and 86 districts according to the
basho, which was based on the residential segregation of the Ainu.

2. Most of the unjo-ya (trading posts) were located along the coast and at the
mouth of the rivers. Ezo-chi was developed from the coastal area.

3. In the western part of Ezo-chi, the population of the Ainu was in direct pro-
portion to the wunjo-kin (premium). Ishikari Basho showed the largest population and
unjo-kin.

4. In the eastern part of Ezo-chi, the largest amount of #njo-kin was in Nemuro:
Basho, although this place was the furthest from the Wajin-chi (the settlement of the
Japanese). The reason for the large #njo-kin was that the Japanese developed this place
politically under the reign of the Tokugawa Bakufu. The population in Kushiro, Yufutsu,
Saru and Tokachi was the largest because these places were comfortable to live in for
the Ainu.

5. Kuchi Ezo-chi (near Wajin-chi) was densely populated by the Ainu because
the Japanese exploited there early and they developed a special distribution system.





